June 7, 2020 — Holy Trinity Sunday

First Reading: Genesis 1:1--2:4a
[Will not be printed in the bulletin.]

'In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, “the earth was a
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God
swept over the face of the waters. *“Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there
was light. “And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from
the darkness. °God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And
there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it
separate the waters from the waters.” ’So God made the dome and separated the
waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And
it was so. ®God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was
morning, the second day.

°And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one
place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. °God called the dry land Earth,
and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it
was good. 'Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding
seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And
it was so. “The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind,
and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was
good. *And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

““And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day
from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and
years, *and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.”
And it was so. ‘°*God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day
and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 7God set them in the dome of
the sky to give light upon the earth, ‘®to rule over the day and over the night, and
to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. *°And there
was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let
birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” ?'So God created the great
sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the
waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was
good. *°God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the
seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and there was
morning, the fifth day.

**And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle
and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was
so. 2°God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every
kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that
it was good.

*6Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our



likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of
the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over
every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”

?’So God created humankind in his image,

in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

’8God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds
of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” °God said, “See,
I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and
every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. *°And to every beast
of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the
earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for
food.” And it was so. *'God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was
very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

21Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on
the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the
seventh day from all the work that he had done. *So God blessed the seventh day
and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in
creation.

“These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were
created.

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13

[Paul writes:] *Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to
my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace
will be with you. *?Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you.

5The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with all of you.

Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20

*Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had
directed them. 7"When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. *And
Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. °Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, °and teaching them to obey
everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to
the end of the age.”



June 14, 2020

First Reading: Exodus 19:2-8a

’[The Israelites] had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and
camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain.*Then
Moses went up to God; the LORD called to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus
you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the Israelites: “You have seen what I
did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to
myself. "Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be
my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is
mine, °but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the
words that you shall speak to the Israelites.”

’So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all
these words that the LORD had commanded him. %The people all answered as one:
“Everything that the LORD has spoken we will do.”

Second Reading: Romans 5:1-8

'Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, “through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand;
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. *And not only that, but we
also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, “and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, *and hope does not
disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit that has been given to us.

SFor while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the
ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for
a good person someone might actually dare to die. ®But God proves his love for us
in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.

Gospel: Matthew 9:35--10:8 [9-23]

*Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every
sickness. **When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. *’Then he said to his
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; **therefore ask the
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”

10:1Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every
sickness. “These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as
Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; *Philip
and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus,



and Thaddaeus; “Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed
him.

“These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “"Go nowhere among
the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, °but go rather to the lost sheep
of the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven
has come near.’ éCure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons.
You received without payment; give without payment. [°Take no gold, or silver, or
copper in your belts, ‘°no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff;
for laborers deserve their food. '*Whatever town or village you enter, find out who
in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. '?’As you enter the house, greet it. ©’If
the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your
peace return to you. “If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake
off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or town. **Truly I tell you, it will
be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment
than for that town.

e"See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as
serpents and innocent as doves. "Beware of them, for they will hand you over to
councils and flog you in their synagogues; *and you will be dragged before
governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the
Gentiles. '"When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or
what you are to say; for what you are to say will be given to you at that time; *°for
it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through
you. *'Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child, and children will
rise against parents and have them put to death; *?and you will be hated by all
because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 2*When
they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for truly I tell you, you will not
have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.”]



June 21, 2020

First Reading: Jeremiah 20:7-13

’0O LORD, you have enticed me,

and I was enticed;

you have overpowered me,
and you have prevailed.

I have become a laughingstock all day long;
everyone mocks me.

8For whenever I speak, I must cry out,
I must shout, “Violence and destruction!”

For the word of the LORD has become for me
a reproach and derision all day long.

°If I say, “I will not mention him,
or speak any more in his name,”

then within me there is something like a burning fire
shut up in my bones;

I am weary with holding it in,
and I cannot.

%For I hear many whispering:
“Terror is all around!

Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”
All my close friends
are watching for me to stumble.

“Perhaps he can be enticed,
and we can prevail against him,
and take our revenge on him.”

1But the LORD is with me like a dread warrior;
therefore my persecutors will stumble,
and they will not prevail.

They will be greatly shamed,
for they will not succeed.

Their eternal dishonor
will never be forgotten.

20O LoRD of hosts, you test the righteous,
you see the heart and the mind;

let me see your retribution upon them,
for to you I have committed my cause.

13Sing to the LORD;
praise the LORD!

For he has delivered the life of the needy
from the hands of evildoers.



Second Reading: Romans 6:1b-11

’Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no means! How
can we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have
been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? “Therefore we have
been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

°For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be
united with him in a resurrection like his. *We know that our old self was crucified
with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be
enslaved to sin. “For whoever has died is freed from sin. ¢But if we have died with
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. °We know that Christ, being raised
from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. °The
death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. ''So
you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Gospel: Matthew 10:24-39

[Jesus said to the twelve:] **"A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above
the master; #°it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like
the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more
will they malign those of his household!

2"So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered,
and nothing secret that will not become known. ?’What I say to you in the dark, tell
in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not
fear those who Kkill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can
destroy both soul and body in hell. *°Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not
one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. *°And even the hairs of
your head are all counted. *'So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many
Ssparrows.

32"Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will
acknowledge before my Father in heaven; **but whoever denies me before others, 1
also will deny before my Father in heaven.

Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to
bring peace, but a sword.

For I have come to set a man against his father,

and a daughter against her mother,

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;

*%and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.
3’Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; *®and whoever does not
take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. **Those who find their life will
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”



June 28, 2020

First Reading: Jeremiah 28:5-9

°The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests
and all the people who were standing in the house of the LORD; °and the prophet
Jeremiah said, "Amen! May the LORD do so; may the LORD fulfill the words that you
have prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the
house of the LORD, and all the exiles. "But listen now to this word that I speak in
your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. The prophets who preceded you
and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many
countries and great kingdoms. °As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the
word of that prophet comes true, then it will be known that the LORD has truly sent
the prophet.”

Second Reading: Romans 6:12-23

Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their
passions. °No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness,
but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life,
and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. “For sin will
have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

>What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By
no means! ‘°*Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient
slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to
death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? "But thanks be to God that
you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the
form of teaching to which you were entrusted, ‘®and that you, having been set free
from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. *°I am speaking in human terms
because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members
as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your
members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification.

°When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. ?'So
what advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed?
The end of those things is death. ??But now that you have been freed from sin and
enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal
life. °For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.



Gospel: Matthew 10:40-42

[Jesus said to the twelve:] “™“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. “‘Whoever welcomes a prophet in
the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a
righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the
righteous; “’and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones
in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”



