Sunday, January 7, 2018
Baptism of Our Lord / Lectionary 1
Prayer of the Day
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us
in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the primeval darkness, God brings light. This familiar
story was good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains
good news for any person living in the chaos and darkness of despair. God created and
continues to create new life.
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.
3
Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good;
and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
1

Second Reading: Acts 19:1-7
In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had
never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptized them, the
Holy Spirit came upon them and empowered them with gifts of the Spirit.
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus,
where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you
became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then
he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said,
“John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was
to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke
in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them.
1

Gospel: Mark 1:4-11
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit
descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit.
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
4

Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased.”
9
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Prayers of Intercession
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or
used as appropriate.
Confident that God our light and our salvation hears us when we pray, let us offer our prayers for
the church, the world, and all people in need.
A brief silence.
For the church and the ministry of the baptized, that your Holy Spirit will teach all people to
forgive sins, ending violence and ushering in peace throughout the world, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the earth and all living things, for favorable weather, for plants and animals, that you will
cause all creation to thrive in the care of good stewards, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the leaders of national and local governments, agencies, and organizations, for areas of the
world suffering from war (especially), that you will bless all people with plenty, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the sick and suffering, the imprisoned and hungry, the lonely and grieving (especially), that
Christ our great physician will soothe and console all in need, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For our local community, (for those baptized this day,) and for this congregation, that in our joys
and sorrows we remember that we are God’s beloved children, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith, both distant and near, who have taught us to
believe the good news of Christ, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, you hear our prayers even before we speak them. Receive them for the sake of the
one through whom you have revealed your goodness, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. Thanks be to God.

Sunday, January 14, 2018
Second Sunday after Epiphany / Lectionary 2
Prayer of the Day
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless blessings and
benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more
nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]
At a time when visions are rare and unexpected, the Lord comes to Samuel and calls him to
speak the divine word. Though just a boy, Samuel responds to God obediently, as Eli the priest
has taught him to respond. This marks the beginning of Samuel’s prophetic ministry.
1
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in
those days; visions were not widespread.
2
At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying
down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the
temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and
he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did
not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel
got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my
son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had
not yet been revealed to him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and
went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was
calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say,
‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
10
Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel
said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” [11Then the LORD said to Samuel, “See, I am about to
do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. 12On that day I
will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13For I
have told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because
his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to the house of
Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.”
15
Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD. Samuel
was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said,
“Here I am.” 17Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to
you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” 18So Samuel told him
everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the LORD; let him do what seems good
to him.”
19
As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground.
20
And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the
LORD.]

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20
Paul is helping the Corinthians understand that God has claimed the entirety of their lives
through the death of Christ. Hence Christian relationships and conduct, including areas of
human sexuality, are to reflect the reality that we belong to Christ and that the Holy Spirit lives
within us.
12
“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,”
but I will not be dominated by anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for
food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for
the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his
power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the
members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that
whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be
one flesh.” 17But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18Shun fornication!
Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body
itself. 19Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you
have from God, and that you are not your own? 20For you were bought with a price; therefore
glorify God in your body.

Gospel: John 1:43-51
In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then bring others to Jesus.
Philip’s friend Nathanael moves from skepticism to faith when he accepts the invitation to
“Come and see.”
43
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.”
44
Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and
said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote,
Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward
him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked
him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before
Philip called you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of
Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree?
You will see greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see
heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”

Prayers of Intercession
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or
used as appropriate.
Confident that God our light and our salvation hears us when we pray, let us offer our prayers for
the church, the world, and all people in need.
A brief silence.
For the church throughout the world and for all called to its various ministries, that the Holy
Spirit invite us and others to “come and see,” let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.
For the well-being of creation, for plants that provide nourishment, for animals that tend their
young, that your goodness will be revealed through all creation, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the nations and all in authority, for advocates, for those who work for racial justice, and for
our community, that all people may thrive together in harmony and order, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For all who are oppressed; for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit (especially); for
caregivers and families; for those who grieve and cannot sleep, that comfort will come to those
in any distress, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For travelers and those unable to attend worship today, for members of our community
celebrating special events, and for those who request prayers, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
In thanksgiving for those who followed Christ and now rest from their labors (especially Martin
Luther King Jr., commemorated this week), that their witness provide a model of prophetic
leadership and tireless justice-making, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, you hear our prayers even before we speak them. Receive them for the sake of the
one through whom you have revealed your goodness, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Sunday, January 21, 2018
Third Sunday after Epiphany / Lectionary 3
Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by your
Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10
The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence
message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of
Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question “On whom
should God have mercy?”

The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great
city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh,
according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’
walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days
more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they
proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.
10
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind
about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.
1

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, however,
want Christians to live in the present in fervent anticipation of God’s future, which even now has
dawned through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
29
Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who have
wives be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not mourning,
and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had
no possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For
the present form of this world is passing away.

Gospel: Mark 1:14-20
Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the
gospel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will
respond with repentance and faith.
14
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the
good news.”
As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a
net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make
you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a
little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending
the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the
hired men, and followed him.
16

Prayers of Intercession
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or
used as appropriate.
Confident that God our light and our salvation hears us when we pray, let us offer our prayers for
the church, the world, and all people in need.
A brief silence.
For the church in all its forms, for unity in Christ, and for those who proclaim the good news in
word and deed, that all trust that the kingdom of God has come near, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.
For clean water and air, for fertile lands, so that all creatures and people have enough food,
nourishing drink, and breathable air, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For public defenders and district attorneys, for the armed forces and international peace
organizations, and for all public leaders, that those in authority work for the well-being of all
people (especially), let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the poor and oppressed, for the sick and bereaved, for those living with HIV and AIDS, and
for all people in need (especially), that your power and compassion will be visible to those who
need care and those who provide care, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For this congregation and its ministries, for visitors in our midst, and for students returning to
school, that your Holy Spirit will guide us in all our endeavors, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
In thanksgiving for those who have died (including Agnes, whom the church commemorates
today), that their lives of faithful service point us to the steadfast love of Christ, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, you hear our prayers even before we speak them. Receive them for the sake of the
one through whom you have revealed your goodness, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Sunday, January 28, 2018
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany / Lectionary 4
Prayer of the Day
Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and continually
reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to us in our
confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

First Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the law for the
Israelite community as the people wait to enter the promised land. Here Moses assures the
people that God will continue to guide them through prophets who will proclaim the divine word.

[Moses said:] 15The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your
own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you requested of the LORD your God at
Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any
more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” 17Then the LORD replied to me: “They are right
in what they have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own
people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that
I command. 19Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I
myself will hold accountable. 20But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who
presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that
prophet shall die.”

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Paul is concerned about how some Corinthian Christians use their freedom in Christ as license
to engage in non-Christian behavior that sets a damaging example to other, impressionable,
believers. Christians have a responsibility to each other that their behavior does not cause a
sister or brother to sin.
1
Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.”
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does not yet
have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by him.
4
Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really
exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in
heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—6yet for us there is one God,
the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through
whom are all things and through whom we exist.
7
It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so
accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and
their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse
off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care that this liberty of yours does not
somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10For if others see you, who possess
knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be
encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 11So by your knowledge those weak
believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. 12But when you thus sin against members of your
family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food
is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall.

Gospel: Mark 1:21-28
The story has barely begun, and already the battle is joined. Jesus sides with humanity against
every force that would bring death and disease. These forces recognize Jesus and know what his
power means for them. This, however, is only the first fight. The war will go on much longer.
21
[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the
synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having
authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean
spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to
destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be

silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud
voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is
this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey
him.” 28At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.

Prayers of Intercession
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or
used as appropriate.
Confident that God our light and our salvation hears us when we pray, let us offer our prayers for
the church, the world, and all people in need.
A brief silence.
For those who speak your word throughout the church in the world, O God, and for educational
institutions that prepare leaders, that you will lift up prophets in our congregations, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the works of God revealed in and through creation, for an end to pollution and unjust use of
natural resources, and for good weather this season, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For peace and justice throughout the world (especially), for political leaders at all levels, and for
those who provide public services, that you will grant them wisdom as they carry out their tasks,
let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the homeless, the unemployed, the underemployed, and their advocates; for the sick, the
suffering, and their caregivers; and for the weak in body, mind, and spirit (especially), that your
compassion be felt by all in need, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For those in our congregation celebrating special events, for those missing from our worship
today, and for friends and family both near and far, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed (including the theologian Thomas Aquinas, whom the
church commemorates today) who witnessed your love in their lives and in this world, that
through them our own faith will grow stronger, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, you hear our prayers even before we speak them. Receive them for the sake of the
one through whom you have revealed your goodness, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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