Sunday, February 4, 2018
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany / Lectionary 5
Prayer of the Day
Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint. Make us agents of your
healing and wholeness, that your good news may be made known to the ends of your creation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 40:21-31
The Judeans in exile have a good reason to be hopeful: the one who will bring them to freedom
is the God who created the world, the God who subdues the rulers of the earth and gives strength
to those who are weary.
Have you not known? Have you not heard?
Has it not been told you from the beginning?
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth?
22
It is he who sits above the circle of the earth,
and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers;
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain,
and spreads them like a tent to live in;
23
who brings princes to naught,
and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing.
21

Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown,
scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth,
when he blows upon them, and they wither,
and the tempest carries them off like stubble.
24

To whom then will you compare me,
or who is my equal? says the Holy One.
26
Lift up your eyes on high and see:
Who created these?
He who brings out their host and numbers them,
calling them all by name;
because he is great in strength,
mighty in power,
not one is missing.
25

Why do you say, O Jacob,
and speak, O Israel,
“My way is hidden from the LORD,
and my right is disregarded by my God”?
28
Have you not known? Have you not heard?
27

The LORD is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary;
his understanding is unsearchable.
29
He gives power to the faint,
and strengthens the powerless.
30
Even youths will faint and be weary,
and the young will fall exhausted;
31
but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength,
they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary,
they shall walk and not faint.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 9:16-23
God entrusted Paul with the responsibility of bringing the gospel to diverse people. Hence the
focus of Paul’s ministry is not his own rights or privileges as an apostle but the privilege of
serving God by freely sharing the good news of Christ with others.
If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on me,
and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! 17For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward;
but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission. 18What then is my reward? Just this:
that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my
rights in the gospel.
19
For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I might
win more of them. 20To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law
I became as one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I might win those
under the law. 21To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (though I am not free
from God’s law but am under Christ’s law) so that I might win those outside the law. 22To the
weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that I
might by all means save some. 23I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its
blessings.
16

Gospel: Mark 1:29-39
Everywhere Jesus goes, many people expect him to set them free from oppression. Everywhere
he goes, he heals them and sets them free. Disease, devils, and death are running for their lives.
The forces that diminish human life are rendered powerless by Jesus.
As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and
Andrew, with James and John. 30Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they
told him about her at once. 31He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever
left her, and she began to serve them.
32
That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons.
33
And the whole city was gathered around the door. 34And he cured many who were sick with
various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak,
because they knew him.
29

In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and
there he prayed. 36And Simon and his companions hunted for him. 37When they found him, they
said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” 38He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring
towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” 39And he
went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons.
35

Prayers of Intercession
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or
used as appropriate.
Confident that God our light and our salvation hears us when we pray, let us offer our prayers for
the church, the world, and all people in need.
A brief silence.
For the church, its pastors, deacons, musicians, artists, teachers, seminarians, and all proclaimers
of the gospel, that your gift of steadfast love and mercy will spread throughout the world, let us
pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the earth and all living creatures, for those preparing fields for planting, and for favorable
weather, that all of us who care for this life will find voice to help creation thrive, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For all rulers of the earth in local, regional, national, and international offices, and those without
the power of official office, that they will be given the courage to work for the protection of all
people and act as servants of all, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For all who suffer this day: the sick and wounded, the grieving and brokenhearted, the hungry
and exploited, those with malaria, and all who need our prayers (especially), that they will be
consoled and healed by health care workers, counselors, family, and friends, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For those who gather in fellowship and festivities, for the ministries of this congregation in our
community and throughout the world, that in all our service we see ourselves centered around
Christ, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
In thanksgiving for those who have died in the faith and now sing praises around the throne of
God, and that we be assured of the promise of everlasting life, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, you hear our prayers even before we speak them. Receive them for the sake of the
one through whom you have revealed your goodness, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Sunday, February 11, 2018
Transfiguration of Our Lord / Last Sunday after Epiphany
Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our hearts.
Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.

First Reading: 2 Kings 2:1-12
Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah to
Elisha. Their travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where Moses
died) and the parting of the waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are legitimate successors
of the great prophet Moses.
1
Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha
were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far
as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.”
So they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha,
and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And
he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”
4
Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As
the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5The
company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know
that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be
silent.”
6
Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said,
“As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on.
7
Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they
both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the
water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry
ground.
9
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am
taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10He
responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will
be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and
horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha
kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But
when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on the Lord
Jesus Christ. Just as God made light shine out of darkness at creation, God makes the light of
Jesus Christ shine in our lives through Christian ministry.
3
Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god of this
world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel
of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim
Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said,
“Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Gospel: Mark 9:2-9
Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent to
Jesus’ followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of God’s
glory manifest in the beloved Son.
2
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain
apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became dazzling
white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah with
Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be
here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did not
know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud
there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked
around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.
As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had
seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
9

Prayers of Intercession
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or
used as appropriate.
Confident that God our light and our salvation hears us when we pray, let us offer our prayers for
the church, the world, and all people in need.
A brief silence.
For the ministry of the gospel proclaimed in word and deed, for congregations near and far, and
for all who show the face of Christ throughout the world, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the well-being of creation, for plants and animals, seas and skies, and creatures seen and
unseen, that all may be guided by your Holy Spirit to be stewards of our earth, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For firefighters and police officers, attorneys and advocates, civil servants and corporate
executives, and leaders of governments, that through their insight and patience, peace and justice
prevail throughout the world (especially), let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.
For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit (especially), that as Christ was transfigured on the
mountaintop, sickness will be turned into health, loneliness into companionship, bereavement
into consolation, and suffering into assurance, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For companions who accompany us on our journeys through life, for this community of faith that
supports us, and for guidance during difficult times, that we see the glory of God revealed around
us, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their earthly pilgrimage, that their
lives of service and prayer inspire us in our days, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, you hear our prayers even before we speak them. Receive them for the sake of the
one through whom you have revealed your goodness, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Sunday, February 18, 2018
First Sunday in Lent
Prayer of the Day
Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the
wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May
your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 9:8-17
Today’s reading is the conclusion to the flood story. Because of human sin, the Lord destroys the
earth by flood, saving only Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. Yet divine destruction
gives way to divine commitment. As in the first creation, God blesses humanity and establishes a
covenant with all creatures.
8
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant with
you and your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds,
the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I

establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a
flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of
the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all
future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant
between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds,
15
I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh;
and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the
clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living
creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant
that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:18-22
As God acted through Christ’s suffering and death to bring us to God, so God acts through
baptism to save us from a sinful existence. This spiritual cleansing marks our new life in Christ.
18
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you
to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and
made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God
waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight
persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as
a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with
angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

Gospel: Mark 1:9-15
The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan so that
he might proclaim the good news of God’s reign.
9
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
10
And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased.”
And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness
forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.
12

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God,
and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe
in the good news.”
14

15

Prayers of Intercession
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or
used as appropriate.
Renewed in the promises of baptism, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.
A brief silence.
We pray for the church. For all who preach, teach, and inspire your people to lives of service.
Renew your church in ministry, mission, and compassion. Unite us in faith, and uphold us in the
promises of baptism. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for the world. For the well-being of both our own surroundings and of distant places.
For favorable weather and sustaining rains. For creatures awakening from hibernation or
beginning seasonal migrations. Provide safe habitats and abundant food for all. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for the nations. For all who govern or hold positions of authority. For those who work
to make their communities safe from violence. Protect all who place themselves in danger to
save others from harm. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for those in need. For those moving to new communities. For individuals who are
incarcerated or recently released from prison. For those who are abused or neglected, for the
lonely, and for those who are ill (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for this assembly. For musicians, artists, and poets who help us envision your love
through word, image, and song. For those who have faced exclusion or felt forgotten. For all who
reach out in love and welcome. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
With thanksgiving, we remember those who have died (especially Martin Luther). As they
receive the fulfillment of your promises made to them in baptism, sustain us in the hope of
resurrection life with you. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Trusting in your covenant of mercy, O God, we lift our prayers to you, through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Dismissal
Marked with the cross of Christ,
go forth to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sunday, February 25, 2018
Second Sunday in Lent
Prayer of the Day
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to be for
us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame
and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God promises this
old couple that they will be the ancestors of nations, though they have no child together. God
will miraculously bring forth new life from Sarah’s old womb. The name changes emphasize the
firmness of God’s promise.
1
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am
God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant between me
and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God said
to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of
nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made
you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make
nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me and
you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be
God to you and to your offspring after you.”
15
God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall
be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and
she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”

Second Reading: Romans 4:13-25
Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right relationship with
God not through works of the law but through faith. Though Abraham and Sarah were far too
old for bearing children, Abraham trusted that God would accomplish what God had promised
to accomplish.
13
The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are
to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is
no law, neither is there violation.
16
For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share
the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the

father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he believed that
he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall
your descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was
already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the
barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but
he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to
do what he had promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23Now
the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It
will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was
handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

Gospel: Mark 8:31-38
After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the first time
what is to come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet understand the way of the cross
that Jesus will travel.
31
[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected
by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.32He
said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and
looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting
your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
34
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want
to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the
gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?
37
Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

Prayers of Intercession
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or
used as appropriate.
Renewed in the promises of baptism, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.
A brief silence.
We pray for the church. Make us bold to proclaim your love. Give us courage to carry the cross
that confronts us each day and follow Christ. Strengthen pastors, bishops, deacons, and all who
minister in your name. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for the world. For flowing streams and still waters. For urban parks and wilderness
reserves. For pastures and forests. Instill within us a reverence for the earth as your creation and
our fragile home. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We pray for the nations. Teach us to honor our common humanity within diversity. Turn
enemies into friends. Lead us away from hatred, fear, and misunderstanding. Show our hearts the
way to peace and fill us with compassion. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for those in need. For people whose struggles we fail to acknowledge. For those who
leave their homes and families in search of safety or employment. For those who grieve, and for
all who are ill (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for this assembly. For those who prepare this space for worship. For ministries of
fellowship and hospitality. For those preparing for baptism or confirmation, and for all who
provide care and support to those who are homebound. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We remember with thanksgiving those who have gone before us in the faith (especially
deaconess Elizabeth Fedde). Bring them to the fullness of their inheritance in Christ and into the
joy of eternal life with you. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Trusting in your covenant of mercy, O God, we lift our prayers to you, through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Dismissal
Marked with the cross of Christ,
go forth to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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